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comrade in a quest for which, if the material of the curriculum
be wisely chosen, and if the teacher's attitude be friendly and
sincere, the pupil's instinctive curiosity is a stimulus which
rarely fails. So far from being a contradiction in terms, free
discipline is a fact which may be observed any day in every
type of educational institution, from an infant school to a
university. Its absence is a sure indication that there is some-
thing amiss, either in the teacher, or in the conditions under
which he works.
The discipline In most of what is written about discipline it is
of girls assumed that the unruly elements in human
nature are stronger in boys than in girls, and
that, therefore, the problems of discipline are less insistent in
the teaching of girls than in the teaching of boys. This is a point
upon which the opinion of teachers in mixed schools, though
not entirely conclusive, is of special value. And the best
opinion seems to be that discipline in a mixed school is not
essentially different from discipline in a single-sex school of a
good modern type—i.e. a school in which the old repressive
discipline, with its public reproofs and frequent castigations,
has given place to a discipline which comes from within and is
largely self-imposed. The weakness of what has been called the
"tariff system" of discipline, the system that imposes a definite
penalty for every sort of offence, is seen most clearly in a mixed
school "For boys and girls differ in their temperaments and
therefore in their sensibility to punishment. Punishments
which are equal objectively may be utterly unequal subjectively.
Girls, as a rule, are sensitive to reproof; a little more than mere
reproof is needed before some boys consider that a teacher is
really serious. The boy may, therefore, need rather more
severe treatment than the girl. But then there are some girls
too who need severe (or stern) treatment, just as there are others,
more highly strung, for whom it would be totally wrong.
Boys and girls differ so widely among themselves that it

